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The Whole Child Initiative
“We live in a global economy that requires our students to be prepared to think both 
critically and creatively, evaluate massive amounts of information, solve complex 
problems, and communicate well.  A strong foundation in reading, writing, math, and other 
core subjects is still as important as ever, yet by itself is insufficient for lifelong success.”            

-ASCD.org
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“The whole is greater than the sum of its parts.” -Aristotle



The Whole Child Approach Works!
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Four Dimensions of 
College, Career, and Military Readiness

Key Content Knowledge
Successful academic preparation for 
college, career, and military readiness is 
grounded in understanding and mastering 
key content knowledge. In Texas this 
content knowledge is listed in the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills for each 
subject taught in Texas.  Students must 
be able to synthesize and apply the TEKS 
by means of the key cognitive strategies 
mentioned earlier. 

Key Cognitive Strategies
This term refers to the intentional 

behaviors and patterns of thinking that 
student must develop over time to 

approach and attack challenging 
learning situations. These are intentional 

and practiced behaviors that students 
will use strategically and consciously in a 

variety of learning environments. 

Key Social Emotional Skills
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is “a 
process for helping children and even adults 
develop the fundamental skills for life 
effectiveness (including) … recognizing and 
managing… emotions, developing caring 
and concern for others, establishing positive 
relationship, making responsible decisions, 
and handling challenging situations 
constructively and ethically” (CASEL, 2013c)

Key Contextual Knowledge
This broad category includes the 

privileged information necessary to 
understand how college, career, 

and/or the military operate as 
systems and cultures. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muoVtDjjonM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muoVtDjjonM


Reaching the Whole Child
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Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

Source: The Collaborative for Academic, Social, 
and Emotional Learning (CASEL)



Impact of SEL
SEL Improves Academic Performance
Students at all levels improved academic performance by 11 percentile points after teachers 
completed SEL instruction.

Return on Investment
For every $1 spent on SEL programming, there is a return of $11.

Scores Correlate with SEL Competencies
The Reno-area school district found a 21 point difference in math scores and a 
20-point difference in ELA scores between students with low and high SEL 
competencies.

SEL Boosts College and Career Readiness
Kindergartners with strong social emotional skills are twice as likely to finish college 
and 46% more like to have a full time job at age 25.

11%

11:1

1=twice

21M:20ELA



 The Great 8 SEL Skills

Goal-Directed Behavior
A person’s initiation of and persistence in 
completing difficult tasks. 

Decision Making
A person’s approach to problem-solving, learning 
from experience, using values to guide behavior 
and accepting responsibility

Social Awareness
A person’s capacity to interact with others in ways 
that show respect, tolerance, and cooperation.

Relationship Skills
A person’s skill at promoting and maintaining 
positive connections with others

Personal Responsibility
A person’s tendency to be careful and reliable in 
his/her actions and to contribute to group efforts.

Self Management
A person’s success in controlling his/ her 
emotions and behaviors, especially in new 
and challenging situations.

Self-Awareness
A person’s realistic understanding of 
his/her strengths and limitations and 
consistent desire for self-improvement.

Optimistic Thinking
A person’s attitude of confidence, 
hopefulness, and positive thinking about 
herself/himself and her/his life situations in 
the past, present, and future. 



Social-Emotional Competency of Students 
at the Beginning of School Year and Disciplinary Infractions

These students are 450% 
(4.5x) more likely to be 

suspended or expelled by 
the end of the year.

Can this change our paradigm 
from reactive to proactive? 
Intervention to prevention?

Source: Devereaux Student Strengths Assessment and Aperture Education



Core Practices 

(5-10%)

(10-15%)

(75-80%)



Source: ASCD Whole Child

Key Content Knowledge and Key Cognitive Skills
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How Do Colleges Measure Academic College Readiness

1. Coursework:  the strength of the student’s course 
history when compared to other students at that 
campus.

2. Test Scores:  ACT, SAT, TSIA
3. GPA and/or class rank



Source: ASCD Whole Child
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Key Contextual Knowledge
Competencies Importance to 

Employers
Average Rating 
of Grads

Critical thinking/problem solving 4.66 3.64

Teamwork/collaboration 4.48 3.83

Professionalism/Work ethic 4.41 3.47

Oral/Written Communication 4.30 3.49

Digital technology 3.84 3.76

Leadership 3.65 3.31

Career Management 3.38 3.05

Global/multi-cultural fluency 2.78 3.13

5 Point Scale:
5=Absolutely essential
4=Essential
3=Somewhat essential
2=Not very essential
1=Not essential



Source: ASCD Whole Child

Resources
1. National PTS College and Career Readiness 

Support:https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources/college-and-career-readiness
2. Texas Online College and Career Readiness:  

https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/texas-online-college-and-career-readiness
3. 60x30 Texas:  https://www.highered.texas.gov/
4. Choices 360
5. College for All Texans: http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
6. FAFSA:  https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
7. ApplyTexas: https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/gen/c_start.WBX
8.

https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources/college-and-career-readiness
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/texas-online-college-and-career-readiness
https://www.highered.texas.gov/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/gen/c_start.WBX

